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                       A GUIDE FOR PARENTS AND CARERS
              (AN EXPLANATION OF WHAT HAPPENS AT A CHILD PROTECTION CONFERENCE)



WHAT IS A CHILD PROTECTION CONFERENCE?
A Child Protection Conference is a meeting that is held because one or more professional workers have serious concerns about the care your child. If there is more than one child in your family we will want to talk about all of them. In the meeting everyone will share all information about your child, you and any other significant adults to see if any action needs to be taken to make sure that your child is well looked after and safe in the future. The conference will discuss all household members.

CAN A CONFERENCE PUT MY CHILD IN CARE?
No. It is only the court (or in emergences the Police) who can do this. There are occasions that the Conference Chair will recommend that Children's Social Care should apply for a court order to protect a child when it is felt that the risk is very high.

WHY HAVE I BEEN INVITED?
You have an important part to play in discussions about your child. You also have the right to know what professionals are worried about in relation to the care and protection of your child. You and the professionals will work together to improve your child’s daily life. 

WHAT HAPPENS BEFORE THE CONFERENCE? 
The Social Worker will meet you to explain in detail the reason for the conference, their recommendation and what might happen as a result of it. You will also receive a copy of the Social Worker’s report and reports from other professionals involved with your family. The reports will be shared with you and your child (dependent on his/her age & understanding )  at the very least 2 days before the conference to give you the opportunity to respond or seek advice on what’s included in the report. 

WHAT HAPPENS IF I CHOOSE NOT TO ATTEND? 
We recommend you complete the parent/carer questionnaire. You could also write to the Conference Chair sharing any information and your views about your family. This will be shared in the conference by the Chair.



CAN I BE EXCLUDED?
Parents and carers will only be excluded from conference in exceptional circumstances. For example, if you are likely to disrupt the conference or if you have bail conditions that prevent you from having contact with your child or the other parent. The final decision will be made by the Conference Chair 

CAN I BRING ANYONE TO HELP ME? 
You can bring a friend, family member, advocate or Solicitor. If you choose to bring your Solicitor, the Solicitor cannot participate within the conference but they may help you to put your views to the conference and to understand the issues. 

CAN CHILDREN ATTEND? 
Children over the age of 11years can attend conference, however this needs to be agreed with the Chair. There might be some conferences where it is not appropriate for your child to attend, although their views can be captured and shared in different ways. This might include you sharing your views on their behalf or a member of the professional network sharing their views also. The Chair might also make contact with your child to gather their views first hand. Children are also encouraged to share their views via other means such as letters/ pictures. In some occasions, your child might be allocated an Advocate who will attend on their behalf to share their views.

WHO WILL BE AT THE CONFERENCE? 
The conference will be arranged by Children’s Social Care, but there will be other people there too. Who they are depends on the age of your child, but they will usually include the: 
• Child’s Social Worker and their Manager
• Police 
• Health Visitor 
• School Nurse 
• Nursery
• Teacher or Head Teacher 
• Education Welfare Officer 
• Your child’s Doctor 
• Advocate
• Professionals working with parents/carers for example Mental Health Team, Substance Support Service, Probation, Domestic Abuse Services, Doctors 

WHAT HAPPENS AT THE CONFERENCE? 
•All the written reports are shared with everyone who attends.
•You will be asked to give your opinion about your current situation and the events that have caused concern. If English is not your first language an interpreter can be present
•If you have any disability you should discuss your particular needs with the social worker well before the conference.
• Everything that is said in the meeting is confidential. 


Physical or verbal aggression will not be tolerated nor will offensive remarks such as racist or sexist comments. If a member of the conference refuses to follow these rules the chairperson may insist that they leave the meeting

CAN I APPEAL THE CONFERENCE DECISION? 
You have the right to complain about the process of the conference or the decision to make children the subject of a Child Protection Plan. If you are unhappy with the decision then please talk to the Child Protection Chair Service Manager.  If you don’t want to do this or having done this you remain unhappy then you can use a formal complaint procedure. The Conference decision cannot be overturned outside of a Child Protection Conference but a Child Protection Conference can be scheduled to review the decision.
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